THE FORM FOR COLLECTION OF FARMLAND BIODIVERSITY CASE STUDY INFORMATION
Baltic Sea Regional Conference

QUO VADIS, FARMLAND BIODIVERSITY?

November 14th -15th, 2012
Please send filled form to: conference@pmk.agri.ee, submission deadline 15 October, additional information and registration of the conference available at: pmk.agri.ee/pkt/BDconference
	1. AUTHOR: The name of the person filling the form, institution, country, contact e-mail, phone

	

	2. NAME AND TYPE OF ACTION: name, whether public/private action

	

	3. MANAGING BODY: which institution (name, type) is/was responsible for preparation and implementation of an action (e.g. ministry of agriculture, ministry of environment, sub-institutions of the ministries, NGOs, etc.)

	

	4. FUNDING SOURCE: context for funding (national, EU money e.g. RDP 2007-2013, research project, national environmental monitoring programme etc.)

	

	5. BUDGET: total budget foreseen for this action

	

	6. BACKGROUND: shortly why this action selected and important for the country?

	

	7. OBJECTIVE: objectives of the actions, shortly

	

	8. BENEFICIARIES: individual farmers, land owners, NGOs etc. specify if any specific eligibility criteria (e.g. only land owners having semi-natural habitats, farmers no bigger than 50 ha etc)

	

	9. THE DURATION OF THE ACTION: total duration of the action (e.g. 1 year, 5 year contracts for the farmers etc), specify if this action is on-going and/or similar action has been implemented before in the country

	

	10. SUPPORT RATE: applicable if beneficiaries are directly supported (e.g. hectare payment per year/action)

	


	11. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BENEFICIARY: shortly what beneficiary has to do in practice (restrictions, additional actions etc.)

	 

	12. EXTENT (POTENTIAL) FOR THE ACTION: How many potential applicants, area available for this action in theory (for better understanding the potential extent of influence of this action), e.g. 10 000 ha valuable grasslands available in the country, concrete case study area (pilot action tested) 1000 ha.

	

	13. TARGETS OF THE ACTION: Expected and actual number of beneficiaries, area. Which kind of targets set (economical, environmental and social targets)?

	 

	14. MONITORING AND EVALUATION: what is expected influence of this action? Is there any specific monitoring carried out for the action assessment and evaluation (short description)? Which are the indicators? Main results shortly?

	

	15. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: where to find additional information about this action (e.g. homepages of projects, reports etc.)
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SHORT EXAMPLE

	1. AUTHOR: The name of the person filling the form, institution, country, contact e-mail, phone

	Eneli Viik, Agricultural Research Centre, Estonia, eneli.viik@pmk.agri.ee

	2. NAME AND TYPE OF ACTION: name, whether public/private action, year

	Support for the maintenance of semi-natural habitats 

	3. MANAGING BODY: which institution (name, type) is/was responsible for preparation and implementation of an action (e.g. ministry of agriculture, ministry of environment, sub-institutions of the ministries, NGOs, etc.)

	Ministry of Agriculture

	4. FUNDING SOURCE: context for funding (national, EU money e.g. RDP 2007-2013, research project, national environmental monitoring programme etc.)

	Estonian Rural Development Plan (RDP) 2007-2013

	5. BUDGET: total budget foreseen for this action

	~27 million EUR for the period 2007-2013

	6. BACKGROUND: shortly why this action selected and important for the country?

	Semi-natural habitats are the natural habitats transformed by people and standing like this thanks to moderate human influence, in particular to mowing and grazing. The semi-natural habitats of Estonia have one of the most diverse flora and fauna in the world when compared to other regions north of the 57th parallel – e.g. 76 plant species has been found on 1 m2 in Puhtu-Laelatu wooded meadow in West-Estonia. The area of semi-natural habitats has fallen drastically, being now ~100 000 ha from which ~73 000 ha are situated on N2000 area. To halt the loss of these valuable habitats they need to be maintained.

	7. OBJECTIVE: objectives of the actions, shortly

	To ensure the favourable conservation status of the semi-natural habitats located in N2000 areas. 

	8. BENEFICIARIES: individual farmers, land owners, NGOs etc. specify if any specific eligibility criteria (e.g. only land owners having semi-natural habitats, farmers no bigger than 50 ha etc)

	Farmers (natural and legal persons, civil law partnerships and other associations of persons without the status of a legal person) and other land managers. 

	9. THE DURATION OF THE ACTION: total duration of the action (e.g. 1 year, 5 year contracts for the farmers etc), specify if this action is on-going and/or similar action has been implemented before in the country

	5 year commitment for the farmer. 
Since 2001 nature conservation support has been paid by the Ministry of Environment from the state budget for the maintenance and restoration of semi-natural habitats located in the protected area, limited-conservation area or in species’ protection site. Since 2007 the maintenance on Natura 2000 areas paid also under RDP measure and restoration continually only under nature conservation support.  


	10. SUPPORT RATE: applicable if beneficiaries are directly supported (e.g. hectare payment per year/action)

	Wooded meadow 238.07 EUR/ha and all the other habitats (wooded pastures, coastal meadows, flooded meadows, plaudified and fen meadows, alvars, juniper thickets, heaths and grasslands on mineral soil) 185.98 EUR per hectare annually.

	11. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BENEFICIARY: shortly what beneficiary has to do in practice (restrictions, additional actions etc.)

	Basic requirements (support will be paid for requirements going beyond the baseline requirements):

· Damaging of the semi-natural habitat is prohibited (e.g. destruction of vegetation, fertilization, use of plant production products, soil cultivation, afforestation)
· Animal keeper has to ensure the availability of feed and drinking water for his/her animals.

· Damaging protected nature monuments is prohibited.

· The applicant must participate in training on the maintenance of semi-natural habitats (6 hours).

· Grazing density must be in accordance with the regulation.

· Semi-natural habitat must be grazed or mowed at least once before 1 October and mowed grass must be removed or chopped.
· The applicant must fill the field book.

Additional requirements:

· Semi-natural habitat must be mowed at least once before 1 October using the methods of from-centre-to-apart or from-edge-to-edge or must be grazed. 

· Mowing is allowed from the 10 July if not provided otherwise in protection rules, in the management plan, in the species action plan or in the regulation. 

· The mowed grass must be removed and by the 1 May in the year following the applying for support the mowed grass must be taken away. 

· Animals may be grazed starting from the date provided in the protection rules, management or species action plan if indicated. 
· Animals can be grazed on wooded meadows only in case if the wooded meadow has been mowed and the mowed grass has been removed. 

· Vegetation chopping on the semi-natural habitat is allowed only with the permission of a relevant agency.

· Additional feeding of animals is forbidden on the semi-natural habitat.

· Valuable landscape elements must be included in the map and must not be damaged or removed during the commitment period.

In addition:

· The Environmental Board provides the applicant with individual suggestions.

· Support cannot be applied for the land with respect to which other area-based supports are applied for. 

	12. EXTENT (POTENTIAL) FOR THE ACTION: How many potential applicants, area available for this action in theory (for better understanding the potential extent of influence of this action), e.g. 100 00 ha valuable grasslands available in the country, concrete case study area (pilot action tested) 1000 ha.

	All together there are ~73 000 ha of semi-natural habitats on N2000 areas but some extent of them needs restoration before the maintenance. The exact number of eligible habitats is thus not known.


	13. TARGETS OF THE ACTION: Expected and actual number of beneficiaries, area. Which kind of targets set (economical, environmental and social targets)?

	The implementation of the measure started in 2007 and support is paid annually.
Indicator

RDP 2007-2013 target
2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

Supported area (ha)
35 000

15 501
18 243
20 723
22 336
24 298
Number of beneficiaries

1 500

703
735
812
878
920
 

	14. MONITORING AND EVALUATION: what is expected influence of this action? Is there any specific monitoring carried out for the action assessment and evaluation (short description)? Which are the indicators? Main results shortly?

	No specific monitoring carried out for the measure evaluation but state monitoring programme data for N2000 areas on vascular plants and breeding birds and other available researches are used to give background for measure success. In addition, different land use (e.g. LPIS) and nature data (e.g. Natura 2000 areas) are used. As specific monitoring is not carried out strict conclusions cannot be made. Still, on the base of indirect data it can be assumed that maintenance according to the measure requirements gives an input to ensure the favourable conservation status for the semi-natural habitats.

	15. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: where to find additional information about this action (e.g. homepages of projects, reports etc.)

	


